ECOC@QI e Frequently Asked Questions
TECHNOLOGY from Speciﬁers

1. What is Ecocycle™ Technology?
The only lightweight plastics net that degrades without sunlight so the bottom net degrades just like the top. For the first
time ever a bottom to top fully degradable RECP is available. The technology enables netting to degrade with heat and oxygen.

2. Why should | specify erosion control blankets with netting that is made with Ecocycle™ Technology?
The netting using Ecocycle™ Technology is programmed to degrade when it is no longer needed with or without direct sunlight,
providing an affordable solution for reducing animal entrapment, maintenance problems and litter. The performance of the
blanket is not affected during the useful life of the blanket.

3. How does the technology work?
With Ecocycle™ RD Technology and Ecocycle™ Technology, Conwed can modify the standard polypropylene netting through
oxo-biodegradable additives, enabling the netting to lose strength at a controlled rate. During the useful life, the netting is
stabilized to prevent the premature loss of strength. As the net ages beyond its design life, with ambient heat and oxygen, the
netting becomes brittle, breaking into small fragments. The fragments from the initial degradation, under the proper conditions,
break down further until they are digestible by microbes in a second stage of biodegradation. No UV light is required for the
degradation process however; the process is accelerated by sunlight and elevated temperatures.

4. How do | know it will work?
Oxo-biodegradable additives have been successfully used in agricultural film applications for many years. In addition, Conwed
has spent years developing the technology and has been selling netting made with this technology for several years in Europe.
5. Does it really biodegrade or just fragment?
The fragments can undergo biodegradation by microbes, given appropriate environmental exposure conditions based on
ASTM D6954 testing.
6. Can it be classified as “biodegradable”?

Ecocycle™ Technology is an oxo-biodegradable and under the proper conditions does biodegrade in a two-step process; first by
oxidation, followed by biodegradation.

7. Is Ecocycle™ Technology harmful to the environment?
Netting with Ecocycle™ Technology contains no harmful additives and is safe to the environment.

8. Has the strength or appearance of the netting changed?
The strength and strand count / mesh size of the netting are the same as conventional netting. The color has changed to a dark green
for RECP’s designed for a functional longevity equal to or greater than 12 months but less than 36 months and a light yellow color for
RECP’s designed for a functional longevity less than 3 months. The color change was made to identify Ecocycle™ RD Technology.

9. How long does it take for the netting to break down? How do | know it won't break down too soon?
The netting is designed to maintain strength through RECP production, storage, installation and the design life of the blanket.
Only after the netting is no longer needed to reinforce the RECP and the vegetation will it begin to lose strength, become brittle
and disintegrate. Degradation time will vary with the climate and sun exposure at installation sites.

10. How many degradation rates are available using Ecocycle™ Technology?
There are two basic degradation rates available in Ecocycle™; Ecocycle™ Technology and Ecocycle™ RD Technology. Ecocycle™ RD
Technology is used for RECP’s designed for a functional longevity less than 3 months and Ecocycle™ Technology for RECP’s designed
for a functional longevity equal to or greater than 12 months but less then 36 months.

11. Does the netting continue to degrade in cold temperatures?

Yes, but it is very slow once the temperature reaches freezing (0°C). The rate of reaction is roughly 1/2 for every 10°C drop in temperature
Under cold conditions, Ecocycle™ products behave similarly to conventional PP net and the degradation process virtually stops.

12. Who manufactures RECP’s made with Ecocycle™ Technology netting?
Current manufacturers can be found at: http://www.conwedplastics.com/productdetail.asp?DoclD=61
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